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Greetings Comrades. Comrades,

Our State Convention has ﬁﬁm th a ,cl ose th
and | ant to thank everyon ! r tal’?eilPe%rhppano er very
and con;den—ebed:lnirr@ me as y%ulroysqtbltee year for Departmen
Commander for the ensuing yél&rdagupr aer$ooklihfg staH at he
forward to serving our greaCtOHOIgalledzalthieontraandditiOn of me
our members in keeping withsttahned atrrda cift isacurpppout and qual it
depart ment has created. I am adtsgpt el AA}KkiuURG Nt continued
forward to building on the initiatives we have
established this year and T d1 ng T O T mprove
t hem. Congratul ations to a S Ilnewly EIl ected
Depart ment Line OLcers trict
Commanders for this year a Iﬁganotw@rld Mc MahO
to the communication and a %ITN'Fér'QUARTERMASTEF
I want to thank al/l my Li lr s, Di strict
Commander s and Commi tfs e ef o 1C
t heir dedication and suppor provi e
t his past yeald24 waGk2 3a pro
year , bringing Legislation Cap'tvnmsoronimwms i n
Al bany, with a show of f or cld e Depaft'ment
of New Yor k Comr ades tal king wi t h our
Legislatures, Assembl ymen, Co®onrgrdeesss man and
Senators on our Legislative goals set by National
Headguarters as wel | as De,pnarptan];etntar9ﬁc|N@w| have written
York Legislation goal s hereVSi n otsqen cfhta‘:r’tgﬁsNeIWt i's time
Yor k

each member of a post to take

Agai n, this year I wi || bevhdtoocdisi @@t ioom tmheypost is goi
di Herent areas within the Deomaretr me nts, thbep(t;@tp actively d
two priorities being Member ?HbPVéf‘Qréﬁg'éfaIF:sbPé\/legrny Wde siRe r
Member ship will be a challep gr?osatga'encruhl'ts| nyge?arWhen recrui
with a |Iittle eHort we can get 0 i ncomi"ng

St ate Commander continued on pQuwear t2er master continued o

Jody Trea Barbara Bishg

State Phot ogng
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Quartermaster continued from p.ag.s

are members mentoring the new|] mguriee SJ
post home too big for the si zd ] o]
One of the nationiadChGOemmander
article a few years ago and
you.

-@'metse Mac Ar t
SR. VI CE COMMAND!

lrm The Guy

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

Ifrm the guy who asked to join ization.
Ifm t he guy who paid his dues to join.
Ifm t he guy who stood in front W‘P"yo@o'ﬁ”n@d‘fa$o?nh’s%dw'|| be a v

; S. t year as t he De
to be faithful and |l oyal to thCe rgadn zatlo

. omman e agsr.eat ear and |
Ifrm t he guy who tires several tirgngii A& é) l?t%or@vtafnéi'%rb 0 mi 9 year
but they all had their own budydiicedmimantalk to sit
next to. to attend
lfrm the guy who was | eft out Whﬁ@ej Né’é“&ﬁ&eéepe\%omstrict Co
help with fund raising prOjectyseaarnd| megimble rdimMy best to get
recruitment. not get yteoarthansd al so visit mo
lftm t he guy who missed a few mekf?Wgwephkawegsa pig stateoteveo
was sick, but at the next meet|°nSt n'osonrgmwatss%"e% iel, 1 do the be
memb still have tw

where | had been;fl mMmauees 'Vterq’l'djd‘%l'm sure we can get ther e
much to others whether | was tyherrke, of APto would I|like to co

lfm t he guy who decided to staytihatmeha&veamadce TVOO %.

one meeting night. The foll owigng Wrﬁé&ﬁ'fgméy know and for th
attended, dom, we seem to be | osing Post
But no one asked where | had bceoemrades while Posts are cl osi
You mi ghtm ssayolod guy, a good fse{‘rﬁluﬂyﬂfnpaen (I?OS|nq[hm(tamt_)erslat.t
; ; a is closin
WhO hol ds g responsi bl e job, Ior\/c‘;’i\étl%on i€ l?r?tr §d d t hose men
his community. if not they just end up as a
You know who | am??? The guy WHheop aretvngerntc.a mel s o, if you hear
back. reach out to the membership a
It amuses me, how the heads ofC QmMhSel doerrgarﬁﬂrzga'trlgonw'th your Pos
and members discuss why the or&fq |C?§t|och \}6§sp our Posts S C
: " rfdn'd OWh M ¥ver and whenever
l osing me mber s. _
't amuses me to think that the%/gsBS@VIH §J(P mQ:rh mlg)we':ndthlfoaNr:t
Ipoklng for new members when Igrweaast hgére %?Iead%for the Deps
t 1 me. Veterans of Foreign Wars and r
All they needed to do was makemd’TTeéofreevletneereadnesd,than Vet erans
wanted and wel come. | #s t o start pl anning for t he
-Anonymous. Yonwrsk OTI Training Session tha
Saturday September 21, 2024 3
Have a great safe summer!! Al bany Marriott, 189 Wol f Road
be the only OTI session oHer e
. The mailing for the Department
Dani el McMahon during the month of July
Quartermaster ) )
dmcmahon@vfwny.com Yours in Comradeship,
518 4216405 James MacArthur
Sr. Vice Commander

Department of New Yor Kk

The OLcer (Quartermast Ma)rkBU”ouur calendar fol
Application £20025 hwF VE Oydes i T{yaining )

now available on #sheebs|p gtrr)n,?gmber 21 .

https://vfwny.com/uploajslt?ocul? tbs/%O?

2025/-2%BondOLcer . pd|f Wi
Al bany Marri ot

189 Wol f Road

(2]

et
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State Adjutant continued from page 1 i i
community service onstweb®dPepa

that Posts in the Department @&roa anceceudstloenem wiot h t he commur

pl ease call the Department at
There have been not abl e up,vgr|qdebse dloadth8 nhelp walk yor
Headgquarters facility this Weéano ptloeasectedeh tolue to the
installation of a platform | isfpr ecaldevtaheorwamdtrapPeh i Radr Vol
easy access to the basement (P@mf’ﬁéaoomlfaa?ﬁé CgRIE§sSts. We
internal access to t he basset eOI ||[1 hI'IS State and
h~i ”ghh hV\f hea}r ?sWahemtsf.orgel
headquarters personnel to “t'do'n?n?anttﬁberSBééﬁﬁ‘?”tPrQ) ect whi c
the building for the storage amdsar chalvialmoonfi ebsotrha|Psoesot t his
and Depart ment document ati ommonagl otnhge Dwist i cts to help tt
equi pment and paraphernalia. Y%%erDeMSart ment has
al so contracted wi t h a l ocalThe ognaned red ajl obp @i ne;ach Post i
company to repave the Headquanqtuerdgefhyi ltirtwstpeaer kirmgorts ar
l ot. Both projects are schedugﬁgﬂfg'b@”‘élo%ﬁl‘btbﬂtﬁytegihDe%
August 2024. I RS to malJnta+egrxetm|pe|rsttaahx:s.y
Department Headquarters has BO&8F weali sbheaignst pugust 1, 20
Department of theAuAromwtiTvaenkLaﬁn&d(Tf Raerseou?c?alslatl)QleeorG?s WamntedS|E
Ar mament s Command (TACOM) in their eHorts 't'o P
ensure that all Posts in the DBPateméht @ﬁmhé\'/’v?"?’bpkis Depa
ar e compliant wi t bs trheeporl&)’ﬁ%r We need to Dbe —activ
. me ber | f vg me mber i n
reqwrement;. The Depart ment Jr&ﬁ giéo Proyd %e would dou
assistance im ther®Asmyo | ocatg@gnd i eesthtehantumber one State ir

were previously provided to Posts that have since
gone defunct.

Yours in Comradeship,
I would like to thank State JoimanSkenrf obdni el Kel |
for the appointment as State JAdj uMiathe .Commamgfhserpeen
an honor and pleasure serving under his | eadership.

Respectively,

Robert J . Mi tchell

Gene Ratigl:

State Adjutant PSC
NATI ONAL COUNCI
MEMBER

John Sanfo

JR. VI CE COMMAND
Greetings!

WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

Here we are again at the end
K%VFW again beginning another. I ha
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS. since my |last article to you.
i nvolved in closing out t he
with the National Member ship |
t hose -dweeslelr ved awards out t
Districts and Departments who
i ncrease our VFW membership
this new VFW yearGgGonmamatelrd slaiskngeta® obf k & 02 %.
unity to thank everyone who attended the
ntion in Albany and vMPHAddd lyiokuer tsuppbbek my cong
oting me in as Junin®Wlwi cel €emendnpercers at the
) ) Department level . Take y o
Our jobs this yfecdddsapporttwiongr eosUpfonsi bi |l ities seriously
Commander and making sure ourgfpoydwr alLecel Mn@0@G ke action
shape. I n supporting our Commander each post
needs to make sure that they Natd oRpat GuruyrycidoiMpgnber conti
communi ty service but al so reporting their



NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN April, May June 20

National Council Member continyue¢danfceO®MnPa®he® various feder
4 that aHect our comrades. We a
Depart ment of NY OLcer Tralnlnge(@'ﬁmbe'rso$chseedwl|ecob oLcer s
for September 21, 2024 at thege Mapgg i t§0|pn| amlnB &gy .on get ti
Take the opportunity to atten Thi ng e
day. Even i f you are not cur?j ecnatllyogﬁ @ ge,e\y.eg agendc
post but may be considering nFoC{/mrﬂLb“'utpythrsoutjﬂd?rhreeprese”te
chairs, it is a great opportufAabpgctal geti a NewdYehlar€i oy .
t he duti es and responsibil|\}vr|]e|s of post oLcer .
responsibilities. ile many government agenc.i
W h di ¢ t h Nat r anlzattl_ons_arr?e %Stl|| wor K
e are eading o] e a |ona n n i 0 u i, N
Louisville, KY. The National {:o&?hgllléf B,Ecril_rgionisté(ra}/tlicoenfor
will be meeting and | will my ObeshRM &Cl ig@d aqye to I
i mportant informat|on passed Sdlthce!ﬁ%fuy'o'uy fompb@emegted pro
the convention. claims and representing veter
As usual, Administrative Operiatitoh® E@NGQRE ohB| P §RSON
been very busy. There ar e ¢ uy I 36, P u ed
suspension out of 5,628 chartl\élerrrg%irg%hslaps'.t l\ﬂﬁ_rhbger{'rfjld Me::bte
is engaged in 17 Article 1X Diaééiplianrary })A'c |0ﬁ§°mset\ﬁeeﬁna
Administrative Removals/Actiofdi &hdona drﬁé"’lﬂber'fshH|5p"5t Prmwwiia
eligibility challenges eHective services from the | ¢
Wi you have an appointment "atd ongle I'gagtsbative level wi
Convention with responsibilitcyhaiss aet ehf e amesnpbeecrisjnci p comn
Committee meeting, make sure geuvishtewoupers@ararenan asset.
time and dress appropriately. mosRermwmbW|edgﬁﬂwb|®repeop| e ir
representing the Department o (gi\‘aerwdl kVFWHOK’/?\ a%d ot her
see many of you at the Conventl gzg avels,
0ogr ams . Pl ease

see wh at support we can p
Yours in Comradeshi p, member ship drives.
?]SI ehWnnrr]hS| I am | ooking forward to the
Gene Ratigliano Yonrsk Vet eran Service OLcer pr.
National Council Member to excel, expand and reach n

support for the veteran commu

] Yours in Comradeship
Col i n Andercs Onnanderson
DIl RECTOR VETERARiIGrector, Veteran Service
SERVI CES
>VE‘TERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.
DEPARTMENT OF NEW] Y
Comrades, VFW
First and foremost, | want to than@gTo@ATNDar@RfE)EEK R D
his many years of dedication fnd commi t men the
Departmsen3ervice OLcer progr afp. I aAg-oBAvNYU NY 12205
to congratulate him on his re |rement51 %37|427stay
involved with the service oLCHrs in an visory role
The service oLcers wi || rfe mai n 5&1c84'5/@9i0n4 (fax)
representing our veterans a nljp families

Department of Veterans AHairs As we WWM. yofm\élnox com

the best service oLcers in thle t e r k
. . avmv\% §3c§' S‘k gom/ F W

am conjdent we wil!/ set an e
foll ow. I wi || be wor ki ng wi t h t he d|str|ct
commanders and district servilfce oLcers to provide
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I would Ilike 't
Ben Thomps membership to [pr
me with the nalme
PSC contact infor t
| anyone they knjow
Bahrai n, Kuwai ,
\\VFw Dji boutiwill spb
information sof w
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS. an d sen d th em
Christmas Treef w
mrades, trimmings this]y
have been 98% u
woul d i ke to t ake t his onp in t he past’ a
mrades for reelecting me toflthe service membédrys tdheb t
dge Advocate. | |l ook forwgDepartmehtneed the foll n
mmander Kell amdd 26heAdMd D4 sflsoon as possible and n t
all level s. 28" so we can contact
Chri stTmae sendoH
the Department Judge Advoc
ovide advice to t he Deparlf|[NAME
part ment Counci | of Admi nffJUNI T NAME
partment Convention based onfAPO ADDRE
d Manual of Procedure and tWEMAI L ADD
am also available to provid R
District Commander or any
partment .

recommend al l oLcers at ever obtain a copy
t he 2025 podium edition o] ongressional
arter, Byl aws, Manual of P am Riltu.al,
en it becomes available thrao VAW EsSolk el £ Cr OS
tional Headquarters. The 20 e d edition wild.l
yect t he amendment s adopt e e 125t h
tional Convention. I woul d ommend\\VFw
ch Post and District maifat a by of e T s
l es of Order, NéWdi tRewi,s efdd S
sue that may come up that i not covered by our
| aws . %omrades
mrades, it is the responsibil;i]r']tj/er:{)ﬁiwtzheﬁ?argdrﬁrgirfdnér:g t(;)nean
ong with the Senior and Juni%r Vlcg 80|Z|mralpdera 'go 9
. ommander e an rfeS|dent (
force strict observance of tdhene a\Ns 0aundd UIS' geeto thank o.
i s organi zati on including Igosi'], Hls{ric{ anﬁ .

: folg’1 i s many years O dedi cat ¢
part ment Byl aws al ong wi t h otr (g\n.Czontgiroenssa|nodnr:1tl0 Ur Veter :
arter, Nati onal Byl aws, Manuetlgto* ?Phronckedure and; h for )
tual and all l awf ul orders fsrgme'ro %r ayuOtLhoSrqtlueCs. 0. )

. . b,e gn y Bleas.ure t.,o serve witt
erefore, it is also recommendcgelﬁjrt rat Vciopel eCSomOmfantdheeF at the
strict and Department Byl aws iboerkot{/tFeWnedc al’so.
mmanderfts Ké hlke me t hi seT ¢gaemworiks .
nor and Comnmift meentbel i eve in E%g:t%;t%;alglt?otoljfovcosrljOd ahle:rdthteo Paoc\
s theme and work together, te%.gepfi'trtment o't < N w
rk wild.l have a successful year.J y '
the newly =elected and retu'r:Pll;ntheOLlcneCrosrT,]I M9 {sErS whose

s.et gour goal's an stay ahead
u the very best for a successful Year -

thi's “wi I make your year much
n Thompson, PSC this time your new-2002c5e rwsi Iflorh

dge Advocate ) )
Leslie Crossett continu
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PROCTOR-HOPSON POST #1896, Veterans of Foreign Wars
“VFW Military Family Support Center”
IN CONJUCTION WITH
VFW NY DISTRICT #1
&
AMERICAN CITIZENS FOR SOLDIERS IN SERVICE

HOLIDAY CHEER

On behalf of our military personnel serving in Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar
and Djibouti, we are again sending Christmas Trees, lights,
ornaments and Menorahs to our military personnel in harm's way at
the above-mentioned locations. This will be our twenty first year of
running our program to bring a taste of home at Christmas time by
sending trees to our deployed troops and we look forward to building
on the success of the previous years and making this year a banner
year.

To support this program, you may fund a tree with the appropriate
lights and decorations for a donation of $25.00. You may fund as
many trees as you would like. Working together, we as supporters of
our military personnel can make the Christmas holiday a little more
enjoyable for those fighting far away from home.

If you would like to support this program by funding a tree(s), make
your check or money order payable to:

PROCTOR-HOPSON POST #1896
(MARK IN MEMO: TREES)

MAIL TO: BEN THOMPSON
119-26 204™ STREET
ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

Or donate online via ZELLE to phpm 1896 {@verizon.net.

ALL DONATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 29, 2024.

For additional information: (718) 527-6532 or phpm1896@verizon.net

Thank you in advance for your support.
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Award Winners
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State Convention

Endorsed by Post 39

istrict 6
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or Dept of NY Commander
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L an Kell
Z for Dept of NY Commander
? ] ¢l e DEPT. OF NY VFw
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Leslie Crossett continued frot?© 5gemagrk on this historic
engrave bricks oHer a timeles

already been elected and inst&bred dti mdredpotsitme amndl y, you c
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@ VFW NATIONAL HOME

CENTENNIAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

MEMBER INFORMATION

Title: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss Name:

Address:

City: State: ZIP Code:

Date of birth: *Email: *Mobile Phone:

Membership Type: L) New Member [ NH Membership Upgrade Member number

) Associate {not a member af the VEW ar FFH Awciliarg)

J Life Member (must be a member in good standing of the VEW or VEW Awxiliary or a unit of the VEW or VEW Auxiliary. Complere
affiliarion infarmation bedow. If na Post ar Awxitiary number is provided, an Associate Membersiip will be issued. )

VEW & VFW AUXILIARY INFORMATION

(Required if a VFW or VEW Auxaliary member)

[ 1 am a member of VFW Post in the Department of

O [ am a member of VFW Auxihary in the Department of VFW Auxihary

RECRUITER (Not required)

Recruiter name: Art Scheuneman Recruiter Post or Auxiliary number: 4823

PAYMENT INFORMATION

Apply online at: One-time membership fee $100
www.viwnationalhome.org/membership

L Check enclosed and made payable to VFW National Home
) Charge my L) Visa (O Mastercard [J Discover () American Express

Mame on card: Card number:

Signature: Expiration date: Security code:

CENTENNIAL LIFE MEMBERS

You can become a part of this special program by upgrading your existing
membership or becoming a new member. As a Centenmal Life Member,
you'll recerve a special centennial membership pin and membership card
that will allow you to display your affihation with pride. Plus, you'll enjoy
discounts on souvenirs and apparel that are not available to regular
members.

The Centenmial Life Membership program 1s only available until 12/31/2025, so upgrade
your existing membership or become a new member today!

Scan to buy your
membership online!

*These fields are required for electronic voting,

3573 5 Waverly Rd  Eaton Rapads, MI 483827 tel 866 483-9642  www.viwnationalhome.org
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VA ACCREDITATION PROGRAM

What if | believe that the attorney or claims agent that represented me did not eam the fee called for in
our fee agreement? If you believe the fee is too high, or otherwise unreasonable, you can file a motion
challenging the reasonableness of the fee. The Office of General Counsel (OGC) of the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) will review fee agreement for reasonableness if you file a timely motion with our
office.’

How Do | File a Motion With OGC?

I. What Are the Requirements for My Motion? There is no requirement to use any particular format or specific
writing style when writing your motion. For example, your motion could simply be a letter from you to OGC.
However, OGC will not review your fee agreement unless your motion meets all of the following requirements:

« Your motion must be in writing. A telephone call to your VA regional office, or to OGC, does not
satisfy this requirement

« Your motion must include your full name and VA file number.

« Your motion must state and explain the reason(s) why the fee called for in the agreement is
unreasonable, L.e., the reason(s) the attorney or claim agent did not earn the fee.

* You must attach to your motion any evidence you want OGC to consider.

Il. Dol Have To Inform the Attorney or Claims Agent of My Motion? Yes, you must serve a copy of your
motion on the attomey or claims agent involved in this matter by mailing or delivering it to him or her.

lll. How Do | File My Motion With OGC and Prove that | Served It On the Attorney or Claims Agent? To
begin OGC’s review of your fee agreement, you must mail a motion, as well as proof of service (meaning proof
that you have sent the motion to the attorney or claims agent involved in this matter), to the following address:

Department of Veterans Affairs
Office of General Counsel (0220
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420

' An attomey or claims agent may only charge you for assistance with your claim if: (1) a notice of disagreement was filed with your claim,
(2]} you signed a WA Form 21-22a authorizing the atbormey or claims agent to represent yow, and (3] you signed a written agreement to pay
the attorney or claims agent. If you believe that these reguirements hawe mot been met, but you have received a letter from WA stating that
the attorney or claims agent is eligible to be paid, you should file a notice of disagreement (NOD) with the RO, Please note that your NOD
miust be received within 60 days of the date of that letier.

For More Information: Visit the VA Office of General Counsel website at:
hittp: / fwww va.pov/ope/acereditation.asp



» Proof of service consists of a statement by the person who sent or delivered the motion. The statement
must include the date and manner of service, the name of the person served, and the address of the
place of delivery.

« For service by regular mail, proof of service shall include the date a statement that the motion was mailed
through the U_S. Postal Service.

« A sample proof of service form that is commonly used by veterans to demonstrate that they have sent
their motion to an attorney or claims agent is located here.

* \We recommend that you submit proof of service to our office at the same time you file your motion.

lil. When Must | File My Motion? You have 120 days from the date of the final VA action, which in most cases
means 120 days from the date of the fee eligibility decision, to file a motion for review of a fee agreement. This
means that a motion meeting all of the regulation’s requirements, including proof of service, must be filed at
the address specified above prior to expiration of the 120-day time limit.

IV. What Factors Does the OGC Consider When Making Its Decision? The factors for determining
reasonableness include:

The extent and type of services the representative performed;

The complexity of the case;

The level of skill and competence required of the representative in giving the services;

The amount of time the representative spent on the case;

The results the representative achieved, including the amount of any benefits recovered;

The level of review to which the claim was taken and the level of the review at which the
representative was retained;

. Rates charged by cther representatives for similar services;

Whether, and to what extent, the payment of fees is contingent upon the results achieved; and
If the attormey or claims agent was discharged, the reasons why he was discharged.

R S

@ M

V. What Happens After | File My Motion?

« The attorney or claims agent involved in this matter may file a response to your motion with OGC not later
than 30 days from the date on which you serve him or her with your motion. He or she must serve you
with a copy of his response.

« You will then have 15 days from the date the attorney or claim agent serves you with a response to file a
reply with OGC; you must also serve the attorney or claims agent with a copy of your reply.

« OGC may extend the time period for the attorney or claims agent's response or your reply for a
reasonable perod of time if sufficient cause is shown.

« Fifteen days after the date on which the attorney or claims agent responds, or 30 days after you serve the
attorney or claims agent, if he or she does not respond, OGC will close the record in the proceedings, and
no further evidence or argument will be accepted.

¢« The General Counsel will issue the final decision on the matter. This decision is appealable to the Board
of Veterans Appeals.

For More Information: Visit the VA Office of General Counsel website at:
hitp: ffwwwvagovfoge/acereditation. asp
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