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Comrades, 

 

In past article I have written about merging post 
vs losing charters. It is time for each Post and 
each member of a post to take a long look as to 
what direction the post is going. Some points to 
ponder, Is the post actively doing the programs of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars? Is every Member of 
a post recruiting? When recruiting,  
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Greetings Comrades. 

    Our State Convention has come to a close 
and I want to thank everyone for their support 
and conʝdence in re-electing me as your State 
Commander for the ensuing year.  I am looking 
forward to serving our great organization and 
our members in keeping with the tradition our 
department has created.  I am also looking 
forward to building on the initiatives we have 
established this year and building to improve 
them.  Congratulations to all the newly Elected 
Department Line Oʟcers and District 
Commanders for this year and looking forward 
to the communication and a successful year. 

    I want to thank all my Line Oʟcers, District 
Commanders and Committee Chairmanɍs for 
their dedication and support they provided me 
this past year.  2023-2024 was a productive 
year, bringing Legislation back to Capitol Hill in 
Albany, with a show of force by the Department 
of New York Comrades talking with our 
Legislatures, Assemblymen, Congressman and 
Senators on our Legislative goals set by National 
Headquarters as well as Department of New 
York Legislation goals here in the state of New 
York.   

Again, this year I will be focusing on many 
diʜerent areas within the Department, the top 
two priorities being Membership and Legislation.  
Membership will be a challenge again this year, 
with a little eʜort we can get to our incoming  

State Commander continued on page 2 

Comrades, 

This has been another very successful and 
enjoyable year for Department of New York 
Headquarters. The staʜ at headquarters have 
continued the tradition of maintaining the high 
standard of support and quality of assistance that  

State Adjutant continued on page 4 
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State Commander continued from page 1 

Commander-in-Chief Al Lipphardtɍs goal of 102% in the 
Department by the end of June 2025.  I ask and need 
every Membership Chairman in the District communicate 
with their Posts and advice our State Membership PSC 
Michael Burke of any membership drives their Districts are 
having throughout this issuing year, this will allow the 
Department to aid the District Membership Chairmans 
with the required material and assistance they will need to 
have a successful membership drive.  Letɍs continue to 
build and strengthen our organization to help get our 
National Membership back over a million members so our 
voice on Capital Hill will be stronger to ʝght for our 
Veterans rights and beneʝts they deserve. 

    Legislation is also a main priority.  As everyone knows, 
we have reinstated going back to Capitol Hill to speak to 
our Legislators, Assemblyman, Senators and 
Congressman and will continue to move forward this 
ensuing year to push our Legislative goals, which is a key 
to taking care of our veterans who earned they fought for.   

    Community Service Reports, Inspections, Quarterly 
reports, and District All-American Dashboard reporting.  
We need to continue to get with and educate our posts on 
the importance of reporting this information to the 
Department of New York and ensure they are entering 
their program information in the Dashboard for Voice of 
Democracy, Patriots Pen and Teacher of the Year so 
National will have accurate statistical information on 
Program activity and the Posts receive credit.  Also, 
District Adjutants completing their entries as well on the 
All-American Dashboard. 

     Inspections, I am asking all the District Commanders 
to assign and train 3 Inspectors in their District to get all 
the Inspections done by 28 February 2025.  Last year the 
districts did a great job on getting majority of their posts 
inspected by 31 December 2023.  This year with the cutoʜ 
date of 28 February 2025, each district should be able to 
complete and be accepted by the department to the goal 
of 100% inspected.  There are still Posts within the 
Department to date that currently still have not been 
Inspected.   

     As we all know, the National Convention is right 
around the corner in July.  I am looking forward to seeing 
everyone there.  

 

Yours in Comradeship. 

Daniel L. Kell 

Department of New York State Commander 
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Well comrades this will be a very short article for this 
cycle; last year as the Department Jr. Vice 
Commander was a great year and I am deʝnitely 
looking forward to the upcoming year as your Sr. 
Vice Commander.  

This past year I was able to attend many District 
meetings and a few District Conventions. This coming 
year I will do my best to get to the Districts that I did 
not get to this year and also visit more Posts. As you 
know we have a big state to cover so getting to every 
Post is impossible, but I will do the best I can. As far 
as membership we still have twelve days left to get to 
100%I'm sure we can get there with a little hard 
work, I also would like to congratulate the Districts 
that have made 100%. 

As some of you may know and for those of you that 
donɍt, we seem to be losing Posts around the State so 
comrades while Posts are closing it doesn't mean we 
should be losing members at the Post level if you 
know of a Post that is closing and is close to your 
location try and get those members to join your post 
if not they just end up as a member at large in the 
Department. Also, if you hear of a Post that is closing 
reach out to the membership and see if they would 
consider merging with your Post, we need to do what 
we can to keep our Posts solvent and helping 
veterans wherever and whenever we can. 

So next up for me is the National Convention in 
Louisville Kentucky and I am looking forward to a 
great year ahead for the Department of New York 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and remember no one does 
more for veterans than Veterans of Foreign Wars.  

Itɍs to start planning for the Department of New 
Yorkɍs OTI Training Session that will be held on 
Saturday September 21, 2024 at 8:00 AM at the 
Albany Marriott, 189 Wolf Road, Albany, NY.  This will 
be the only OTI session oʜered by the Department.  
The mailing for the Department OTI will be sent out 
during the month of July. 

Yours in Comradeship, 

James MacArthur  

Sr. Vice Commander  

Department of New York 

James MacArthur 
SR. VICE COMMANDER 

Quartermaster continued from page 1 
 

are members mentoring the new member (s). Is the 

post home too big for the size of the post?  

One of the national Commander-in-Chiefɍs wrote an 

article a few years ago and I would share it with 

you. 

Iɍm The Guy 

Iɍm the guy who asked to join you organization. 

Iɍm the guy who paid his dues to join. 

Iɍm the guy who stood in front of you and promised 

to be faithful and loyal to the organization. 

Iɍm the guy who tires several times to be a friend, 

but they all had their own buddies to talk to and sit 

next to. 

Iɍm the guy who was left out when I volunteered to 

help with fund raising projects and membership 

recruitment. 

Iɍm the guy who missed a few meetings because I 

was sick, but at the next meeting no one asked 

where I had been; I guess it didnɍt matter very 

much to others whether I was there or not. 

Iɍm the guy who decided to stay home & watch TV 

one meeting night. The following meeting I 

attended, 

But no one asked where I had been. 

You might say Iɍm a good guy, a good family man 

who holds a responsible job, loves his country and 

his community. 

You know who I am??? The guy who never came 

back. 

It amuses me, how the heads of the organization 

and members discuss why the organization was 

losing  members. 

It amuses me to think that they spend so much time 

looking for new members when I was there all the 

time. 

All they needed to do was make me feel needed, 

wanted and welcome. 

- Anonymous. 

 

Have a great safe summer! 

 

Daniel McMahon 

Quartermaster  

dmcmahon@vfwny.com 

518 414-2605 

 

The Oʟcer (Quartermaster) Bond 

Application for the 2024-2025 VFW year is 

now available on the Departmentɍs website:  

https://vfwny.com/uploads/documents/2024

-2025/24-25BondOʟcer.pdf 

 

 Mark your  calendar for  the Department 

OTI Training on 

September 21, 2024 

It will be held at the 

Albany Marriott 

189 Wolf Road 

mailto:dmcmahon@vfwny.com
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that Posts in the Department are accustomed to. 

There have been notable upgrades to the 

Headquarters facility this year to include the 

installation of a platform lift elevator that provides 

easy access to the basement of the building. This 

internal access to the basement will allow 

headquarters personnel to utilize the basement of 

the building for the storage and archival of both Post 

and Department documentation along with 

equipment and paraphernalia. The Department has 

also contracted with a local commercial paving 

company to repave the Headquarters facility parking 

lot. Both projects are scheduled to be completed by 

August 2024. 

Department Headquarters has been assisting the 

Department of the Army Tank-Automotive and 

Armaments Command (TACOM) in their eʜorts to 

ensure that all Posts in the Department of New York 

are compliant with the Armyɍs reporting 

requirements. The Department has also provided 

assistance in the Armyɍs eʜorts to locate riʞes that 

were previously provided to Posts that have since 

gone defunct.  

I would like to thank State Commander Daniel Kell 

for the appointment as State Adjutant. It has been 

an honor and pleasure serving under his leadership. 

 

Respectively, 

Robert J. Mitchell 

State Adjutant 

Gene Ratigliano 
PSC  

 NATIONAL COUNCIL 
  MEMBER 

NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN  

community service on the Departmentɍs website.  If 
you need help with the community service reports, 
please call the Department and Amanda and Jody 
will be glad to help walk you through the process.  
Also please reach out to the schools in your area to 
spread the word about Patriotɍs Pen and Voice of 
Democracy essay contests. We have very talented 
students in this State and these two programs 
highlight their talents.  Letɍs not forget the 
Commanderɍs Special Project which is Homeless 
Vets.  All monies raised this year will be divided our 
among the Districts to help them with their homeless 
veterans. 

The second job of each Post is to make sure that all 
quarterly trustee reports are correctly ʝlled out, 
signed, and sent into the Department and each Post 
should be ʝling a 990 each year, as required by the 
IRS to maintain their tax-exempt status.  The new 
bond year begins August 1, 2024 and the new bond 
forms are available on the Departmentɍs website 
under Resources, Reports and Forms.   

And lastly membership is Department wide goal this 
year.  We need to be actively recruiting new 
members.  If every member in the state recruited 
just one person, we would double our membership 
and be the number one State in the VFW. 

 
Yours in Comradeship, 

John Sanford 
Jr. Vice Commander  

 

John Sanford 
JR. VICE COMMANDER 
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Comrades, 

 

As we start this new VFW year, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank everyone who attended the 
State Convention in Albany and showed your support 
for me by voting me in as Junior Vice Commander. 

Our jobs this year are two-fold Ɉ supporting our 
Commander and making sure our posts are in good 
shape. In supporting our Commander each post 
needs to make sure that they are not only doing 
community service but also reporting their 

Greetings!   

Here we are again at the end of the VFW year and 
again beginning another. I have very little to report 
since my last article to you.  National has been very 
involved in closing out the year and coordinating 
with the National Membership Department to get all 
those well-deserved awards out to the Posts, 
Districts and Departments who worked so hard to 
increase our VFW membership to the National 
Commander Sarmientoɍs goal of 102%. 

I would like to oʜer my congratulations to all the 
newly elected oʟcers at the Post, District and 
Department level.  Take your position and 
responsibilities seriously.  Review the requirements 
of your oʟce and take action accordingly.  

National Council Member continued on page 5 
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National Council Member continued  from page 

4 

Department of NY Oʟcer Training (OTI) is scheduled 
for September 21, 2024 at the Marriott in Albany.  
Take the opportunity to attend.  Things change every 
day.  Even if you are not currently an oʟcer of the 
post but may be considering moving up through the 
chairs, it is a great opportunity to get a head start of 
the duties and responsibilities of post oʟcer 
responsibilities. 

We are heading to the National Convention in July in 
Louisville, KY.  The National Council of Administration 
will be meeting and I will do my best to get any 
important information passed out to you following 
the convention. 

As usual, Administrative Operations at National has 
been very busy.  There are currently 36 Posts under 
suspension out of 5,628 chartered posts.  The oʟce 
is engaged in 17 Article IX Disciplinary Actions, seven 
Administrative Removals/Actions and 11 membership 
eligibility challenges. 

If you have an appointment to the National 
Convention with responsibility to attend a speciʝc 
Committee meeting, make sure you show up, are on 
time and dress appropriately.  Remember, you are 
representing the Department of New York.  Hope to 
see many of you at the Convention.  Safe travels! 

    

Yours in Comradeship, 

?ļŚƪ eħŴŋņŕŋħŚǐ 

Gene Ratigliano 

National Council Member 

Colin Anderson 
DIRECTOR VETERANS 

SERVICES 

Comrades, 

First and foremost, I want to thank Tom Todaro for 

his many years of dedication and commitment to the 

Departmentɍs Service Oʟcer program. I also want 

to congratulate him on his retirement.  He will stay 

involved with the service oʟcers in an advisory role.  

The service oʟcers will remain active in 

representing our veterans and families with the 

Department of Veterans Aʜairs. As we have some of 

the best service oʟcers in the State of New York, I 

am conʝdent we will set an example for others to 

follow.  I will be working with the district 

commanders and district service oʟcers to provide 

guidance on the various federal and state programs 

that aʜect our comrades. We are hoping to expand 

the number of service oʟcers in the Department. 

We are also planning on getting more involved with 

local veteran service agencies. The veteran 

community is underrepresented in the state, 

especially in New York City. 

While many government agencies and service 

organizations are still working remote, we will 

provide in person service for veterans and families. 

If not practical due to location, we have 

successfully implemented procedures for ʝling 

claims and representing veterans with their appeals 

if they canɍt be done in person. 

Membership! Membership! Membership!  We have 

all heard this. From the National Commander-in-

Chief on down, this is a priority.  We canɍt provide 

eʜective services from the local level through the 

national legislative level without members.  For the 

chairs of the membership committees, the veteran 

service oʟcers are an asset.  We are amongst the 

most knowledgeable people in the Department 

regarding VFW, VA and other federal and state 

programs and beneʝts. Please reach out to us to 

see what support we can provide to your 

membership drives.  

 I am looking forward to the Department of New 

Yorkɍs Veteran Service Oʟcer program to continue 

to excel, expand and reach new, higher levels of 

support for the veteran community. 

 

Yours in Comradeship  

Colin Anderson 

Director, Veteran Service 



Ben Thompson, 

PSC 
JUDGE ADVOCATE 

NEW YORK STATE OVERSEAS VETERAN 
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Comrades, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my 

Comrades for reelecting me to the high oʟce of State 

Judge Advocate. I look forward to serving with 

Commander Kell and the 2024-2025 Administration 

on all levels. 

As the Department Judge Advocate, it is my duty to 

provide advice to the Department Commander, 

Department Council of Administration and the 

Department Convention based on the National Bylaws 

and Manual of Procedure and the Department Bylaws. 

I am also available to provide assistants to any Post 

or District Commander or any of my Comrades in the 

Department. 

I recommend all oʟcers at every level obtain a copy 

of the 2025 podium edition of the Congressional 

Charter, Bylaws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual, 

when it becomes available through the VFW Store at 

National Headquarters. The 2025 revised edition will 

reʞect the amendments adopted by the 125th 

National Convention. I would also recommend that 

each Post and District maintain a copy of Robertɍs 

Rules of Order, Newly Revised 12th Edition, for any 

issue that may come up that is not covered by our 

Bylaws. 

Comrades, it is the responsibility of the Commander 

along with the Senior and Junior Vice Commanders to 

enforce strict observance of the laws and usage of 

this organization including Post, District and 

Department Bylaws along with the Congressional 

Charter, National Bylaws, Manuel of Procedure and 

Ritual and all lawful orders from proper authorities. 

Therefore, it is also recommended that copies of the 

District and Department Bylaws be obtained also. 

Commander Kellɍs theme this year is ɐTeamwork, 

Honor and Commitmentɑ. If we believe in each part of 

his theme and work together, the Department of New 

York will have a successful year. 

To the newly elected and returning oʟcers, I wish 

you the very best for a successful year. 

Ben Thompson, PSC 
Judge Advocate 

I would like to ask our 
membership to provide 
me with the names and 
contact information for 
anyone they know who is 
currently deployed to 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, or 
Djibouti. I will submit their 
information so we can try 
and send them a live 
Christmas Tree with the 
trimmings this year. We 
have been 98% successful 
in the past, reaching all 

the service members submitted by the 
Department. I need the following information as 
soon as possible and no later than November 
25th, so we can contact them prior to the 
Christmas Tree sendoʜ. 
 
NAME 
UNIT NAME & NUMBER 
APO ADDRESS 
EMAIL ADDRESS  

(WE MUST HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS) 

Leslie Crossett 
 

Comrades 

 This VFW year is coming to an end and the State 

Convention has come and gone.  Congratulations to 

Commander Kell and President Cooper on a job well 

done. I would like to thank our state Commander Kell 

for his many years of dedicated service to our 

organization and to our Veterans throughout the 

state. Thank you so much for your leadership.  It has 

been my pleasure to serve with you this past year as 

your Sr. Vice Commander at the Department of New 

York VFW. 

Congratulations to all the Posts that have achieved 

All-State. You worked hard to achieve this honor so 

enjoy it.  

For the incoming oʟcers whose terms start in June 

set your goals and stay ahead of your deadlines, as 

this will make your year much easier to handle. By 

this time your new oʟcers for 2024-2025 will have  

Leslie Crossett continued on page 10 
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Leslie Crossett continued from page 6 

already been elected and installed at our Post, and 

Districts. I want to ʝrst congratulate each new 

oʟcer and chairperson. Please learn and 

understand your duties and responsibilities well, so 

you, your Post, your District and your Department 

will be successful throughout 2024-2025. 

I would like to thank the team which helped with 

my campaign to become New York State 

Department Commander. We had a better showing 

than most thought with only losing by 16 votes. 

Past State Commander, National Council Member, 

Eugene Ratigliano who took charge and steered me 

in the right direction when it was needed. Mike 

Hoag, PSC and Gene and I met often to discuss 

our strategy on how to win this election. Without 

single handedly picking out individual members, I 

will mention groups such as Districts and 

individuals who helped ʝnance my campaign, 

members who bought the raʠe tickets and 

supplied food for the hospitality rooms. Dan Martin 

the Lowville Commander who set up and ran our 

campaign raʠes. I would thank the Districts who 

help support me with their total Delegate strength. 

I canɍt forget all the help I received from the oʟce 

help, Jody and Amanda, thank you very much. I 

couldnɍt have done it without you. 

I will miss all the friends I have made in the past 

through the VFW. Iɍm sorry it didnɍt turn out 

better, but we did the best we could. Again, I will 

say thank you for all you have done to help me 

with this campaign. I will still be around to help 

where I can, itɍs not goodbye but when I see you 

again. 

Leslie F. Crossett 

Art Scheuneman 
NATIONAL HOME 
CHAIRMAN 

your mark on this historic occasion.  Our 8Ò8 
engraved bricks oʜer a timeless way to do just that.  
For a limited time only, you can secure your place in 
history for an unbeatable price of only $500.  
Purchases may be made at vfwnationalhome.org 
 

We are inviting you to join our Centennial 

Membership program. 

As a token of our appreciation, we are making this 
special oʜer available to current and nonmembers. 
When you apply between the dates of April 1, 2024 to 
December 31, 2025, we are oʜering the following 
beneʝts:                                                            
Exclusive Centennial Membership Pin 
10% Oʜ Souvenirs and Apparel 
Reduced Guest Lodge Rate 
Exclusive Member-only Apparel 

We want to thank you for your kindness and 
generosity to our veteran families. We are excited to 
have you join us in our second century of service at 
vfwnationalhome.org. 
 
There are many things happening at the National 
Home this year. At our Mid-Winter Meeting many 
topics were discussed and approved. To start with, we 
approved over $330,000.00 for new construction of 
the Pollett House. The old Pollett House was one of the 
ʝrst buildings that was built on the campus. When the 
construction crew went in to rehab the house they 
found many issues with it and it was determined that it 
would be cheaper to demolish it and build a new house 
in its place. Hopefully, by the time this yearɍs Jr. Vices 
arrive on campus, construction on the new house will 
be underway.  
We also approved to rebuild all the roads within the 
campus due to the harsh weather conditions. The work 
on this project is well underway. We also approved to 
reroof several roofs on the larger community used 
buildings on campus. The electrical infrastructure was 
in need of complete overhaul which included new 
electric poles and transformers. 

 

As of 4/30/2025 all 41 homes are fully occupied at the 
present time which is excellent news, and the 42nd 
home is under construction. The vetting process for 
admission into the program has been reduced from the 
range of 60-90 days to just two weeks or less under 
extreme circumstances.  

Many times during the year, the power is lost at the 
National Home due to the harsh weather conditions 
and leaving the Home in the dark, sometimes for days 
on end. This can be a very trying time for those living 
at the home. Many of the homes have whole home 
generators to see those residents through those tough 
times. The two New York Houses do not have these 
whole home generators and are in desperate need to 
have generators installed.  These generators are not 
cheap by any means, running from $12,000.00 on up 
plus installation.  Please consider a Post, District or 
Department Fundraiser to provide a whole home 
generator for both the New York Houses.  Let us avoid 
putting our house residents at a discomfort or risk by  

National Home Chairman continued on page 11 

Comrades, 

The National Home will be turning 100 years young 
in 2025.  We are not waiting!  We have started the 
celebration early by introducing the Centennial 
Garden Brick, What better way to honor a loved 
one, commemorate a special event, or simply leave 



Matthew Vanetten 
PATRIOTS PEN 

CHAIRMAN 

National Home Chairman continued from page 

10 

working together and providing these much needed 
generators.  

Become a National Home Trustee 

For anyone interested in running for National Home 
Trustee District 2, which includes CT, Europe, New 
York and VT, guidelines and requirements have 
changed.  FYI, more than one candidate from each 
Department may run for this position. The time is 
fast approaching to complete and submit the 
necessary paperwork. My term expires in October 
2025. The deadline for submittal of the on-line 
packet to apply for the trustee position, must be 
submitted to the VFW National Home Executive 
Director between the dates of January 1 and on/or 
before 11:59pm, Eastern Standard Time of April 30th 
of the year the applicable term expires for Board of 
Trustees vacancies.   Requirements are: 

Be a National Home Life Member for at least I 
year prior to nomination. 

Be a member in good standing of the VFW or VFW 
Auxiliary. 

Obtain a written letter of recommendation from 
their respective Department VFW or Auxiliary.  
Letters may be signed by current Commander 
or President, Sr. Vice Commander or 
President, or Jr. Vice Commander or 
President. The Department may submit 
multiple qualiʝed candidates and each 
candidate must have one letter of 
recommendation. 

Submit a biography of qualiʝcations limited to 
300 words. 

Undergo a criminal background check. 

Copies will be forwarded to the National Home Board 
President, VFW Adjutant General and VFW Auxiliary 
National Secretary by the Executive Director.   
Additional information is found at 
vfwnationalhome.org under Leadership & Board, 
under Requirements to run for Trustee and under 
Apply to become a Trustee. 

Remember to update your contract information and 
email address at vfwnationalhome.org under Contact 
to receive your ballot and cast your vote for the 
candidate of your choice. 

Thank You, 

Art Scheuneman, 
National Home Trustee 

District 2 2019-2025     

VFW  NY Department National Home Chairman  

WdStock44@Yahoo.Com 

585-689-5975 
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Comrades, 

I want to ʝrst start by thanking every Post and 

District that participated in last yearɍs essay 

competition. We had 1406 students participate and 

with over $26,000.00 award. 

There will be some changes this year on how essays 

are submitted as the department will  be utilizing AI 

software to check the authenticity of our winners. 

More information will be released in the near future 

once we are properly trained on this software. 

This yearɍs essay competition is titled My Voice in 

America's Democracy 

Department Commander Kell has appointed me you 

Patriotɍs Pen Chairman again for the ensuing year. 

With being said I am your point of contact for all 

issues concerning this competition. We had a terriʝc 

year last year with our ʝrst-place winner placing in 

the top 10 in the national competition. I urge all 

District Commanders and Post Commanders to get 

with your chairman, review the rules and 

requirements and come up with a plan on how you 

can best participate in this competition. These 

students are our future and for many this will be their 

ʝrst opportunity to voice their opinions on the 

democratic process of our country. 

Thank you, Commander Kell, for the appointment and 

for any questions or concerns my contact information 

will be listed on the Department website under the 

general orders tab. 

Respectfully, 

Matthew VanEtten 

Patriots Pen Chairman  

Dept of New York  
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Thomas Todaro 
PSC 

 VETERAN SERVICE 
ADVISOR 

 
 
 
 

Comrades, 

Here are two important updates from the VA. The 

ʝrst is on mental health co-payments and the 

second update is the addition of  three new cancers 

presumed service-connected disabilities due to 

military environmental exposure under the PACT 

Act.  

1.  VA modiʝcation to The Joseph Maxwell 

Cleland and Robert Joseph Dole Memorial 

Veterans Beneʝts and Health Care 

Improvement Act 

The Joseph Maxwell Cleland and Robert Joseph 

Dole Memorial Veterans Beneʝts and Health 

Care Improvement Act added a new section that 

prohibits VA from imposing or collecting a 

copayment for the ʝrst three mental health care 

outpatient visits of a veteran in a calendar 

year, if the veteran would otherwise be required 

to pay a copayment.  The determination of the 

ʝrst three mental health visits is expected to be 

complex due to a variety of issues, including the 

need to consider whether care is service-

connected or otherwise exempt, how to handle 

veterans with multiple appointments in the same 

day, and administrative requirements.  The 

following considerations will be accomplished:  

 

¶ First, the VA will evaluate the clinic where the 
appointment occurred.  If the clinic is a mental 
health, psychiatry, psychology or substance 
abuse clinic, the VA will exempt the copayment if 
it is one of the ʝrst three appointments in a 
year. 

 

¶ Second, if the visit was not performed in such a 
clinic as listed above, the VA will review what 
provider completed the appointment to 
determine if the visit applies for a copayment 
exemption.  If the provider is a psychiatrist, 
psychologist, licensed professional mental health 
counselor, marriage or family therapist, or social 
worker, and if the medical service provided is an 
evaluation and management visit, mental health 
visit, group therapy visit, or psychiatric 
diagnostic assessment, VA will exempt the 
copayment if it is one of the ʝrst three visits in a 
year. 
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¶ Veterans that are exempt from paying 
copayments based on Priority Group or service 
connection should see no diʜerence in their 
copayment status as copayment is already 
exempt; and  

 

¶ If the veteran has multiple appointments in one 
day, including a visit that qualiʝes for this 
exemption, the copayment for the visit that 
does not qualify for this exemption will still 
apply. 

 
 
2.  Veterans Beneʝts Administration (VBA) 
Education Service is integrating its 
payment system so all VBA beneʝts will be 
paid to one account. 
 
The Veterans Beneʝts Administration (VBA) 
Education Service is integrating its payment 
system so all VBA beneʝts will be paid to one 
account. The purpose of this bank account 
consolidation eʜort is to modernize the GI Bill 
system, reduce fraud and improper payments, 
and ensure they pay beneʝciaries on time, 
every time, and without error. Once fully 
deployed, the platform will improve claims 
processing and customer service by providing 
direct, online, one-stop access to GI Bill 
beneʝts and information.    

 
Release 6, the project name for the conversion 
of the Beneʝts Delivery Network (BDN) to the 
Enterprise Management of Payments, 
Workload, & Reporting (eMPWR) system for 
Post-9/11 GI Bill beneʝts payment processing, 
has an implementation date of early July. The 
eMPWR system requires a GI Bill beneʝciary to 
have only one account for VBA beneʝts. VBA 
Education Service has been working through 
established processes for this major DGIB 
release, which have resulted in the 
identiʝcation of critical defects and have since 
been resolved. Additionally, robust testing is 
being conducted to ensure a timely and 
eʜective implementation still within the 
previously communicated roadmap 
implementation window, between May and July 
2024. 
 
Currently, there remain approximately 9,800 
beneʝciaries (of the nearly 50,000 originally 
identiʝed) who have not consolidated their 
bank accounts. Payments will continue to be 
made to the account originally associated with 
their VA education beneʝt until July 1, 2024. 
Although the original April 20, 2024, deadline 
for account updates has passed, these 
individuals will have until July 1, 2024; to 
update their records and identify the account 
they wish all VBA beneʝts to be paid to. 
 

If impacted beneʝciaries take no action, VA will 
make the change on their behalf; in most cases,  

 

Veteran Service Advisor continued on page 13 
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Veteran Service Advisor continued from page 
13 

 

choosing the non-education beneʝt payment  

account for all future payments.  Most importantly, 
no beneʝciary will miss a beneʝts payment of 
any type. 

Below is the second update on beneʝts from the VA: 

VA extends presumptions of service-connection 

for three new cancer types 

The Department of Veterans Aʜairs is including three 
new cancer types in the list of presumed service-
connected disabilities due to military environmental 
exposure under the PACT Act. This announcement 
marks the continued commitment under the Biden-
Harris administrationɍs Unity Agenda and the Biden 
Cancer Moonshot to support the nationɍs Veterans. 
Through a sub-regulatory policy letter published to 
the Federal Register on 17 June 2024 the following 
three cancer types have been included in the list of 
presumptive diseases: 

¶ Male breast cancer. 

¶ Urethral cancer. 

¶ Cancer of the paraurethral glands. 
 
This policy establishes presumptions of service-
connection for eligible Gulf War and post-9/11 
Veterans who deployed to Afghanistan, Somalia, 
Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, 
Uzbekistan, and the entire Southwest Asia theater of 
operations, which includes Iraq. Presumptive service 
connection means VA automatically assumes service 
connection for the disease and provides beneʝts to 
eligible Veterans who have submitted claims with 
evidence of a diagnosis. 
 
Any veteran who currently has or previously had one 
of the listed cancers at any time during military 
service or after separation may be entitled to 
disability compensation beneʝts dated back to Aug. 
10, 2022, the date the PACT Act was signed into law. 
VA will review all claims from impacted veterans and 
survivors who previously ʝled and were denied for 
these three conditions on or after Aug. 10, 2022, to 
determine if beneʝts can now be granted.  
 
Yours in comradeship. 
Thomas Todaro, PSC 

Ronald 
Sorrentino 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
OFFICER CHAIRMAN 

/ƻƳǊŀŘŜǎΦ 

This 2023-2024 VFW year will come to an end on June 

30, 2024. As of this article the department 

Community Activity total to date is 52,457, which is 

down almost 7,000 hours that is almost a 12% 

decrease from 2022-2023 in volunteer hours. The 

donation dollar amount in 2023-2024 is $ 1,325,634. 

The total for 2023-2024 is $ 2,993,777 this is an 

increase of 6.56 % from last year. So far this year 

2023-2024 District 3 with a total of $ 725,073.27 is in 

ʝrst place, followed by District 11 with $ 521,987.69, 

then District 10 with $ 521,475.64. I just want to 

thank all the comrades for last year, and letɍs 

continue in 2024-2025 with topping last yearɍs total.   

 
Just to repeat 

On reporting of community service, you must 

remember that the VFW year goes from 1 July Ɉ 30 

June, to have your reports count it must show that 

the activity happened within the 1 July Ɉ 30 June time 

frame. When submitting your report make sure the 

description is more than a one-word explanation, one 

word is not a description, also make sure the miles, 

number of members, and dollars spent/ donated are 

entered.  

L~|]zh M~ªªj|®r|~ 
Ronald Sorrentino 

Community Activity Chairman 
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Ronald 
Sorrentino 
SERVICE OFFICER 
JOURNAL AD 
CHAIRMAN 

Comrades, 

Once more I want to say Thank You to all the Post, 
Auxiliaries and Members who donated to the 
Service oʟcer Raʠe and Journal this year. We had 
$ 7,950.00 in prize money with 73 prizes being 
drawn. The Journal had 73 Ads ʝve more than last 
year, how great is that. I just want to repeat and 
say Thank You to all Comrades for their great 
response to this deserving cause.  

We are so grateful to all who have participated in 
the Service Oʟcer Raʠe and Journal.  As I said 
before, without your generous support, we would 
not be able to raise the additional funds needed to 
continue the service provided by our Service 
Oʟcers. The work they do, as you know, is 
essential in both counseling our Veterans and 
helping them with their claim so they can receive 
the beneʝts they need.   

I will be continuing as the Chair of the Service 
Oʟcer program once again, and I will graciously 
accept this Chairmanship. With all your help as in 
the past, I know we can have another great 
Program next year.  We will be sending out the 
2024-2025 raʠe donation letter soon so keep an 
eye out for it and as last year please donate.  In 
closing I would like to congratulate all the winners 
in the raʠe last year.   

     

L~|]zh M~ªªj|®r|~ 
wƻƴŀƭŘ {ƻǊǊŜƴǝƴƻ 

±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ hŶŎŜǊ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ϧ wŀƉŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ 

William Moore 
VOD CHAIRMAN 
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Comrades, 

We look forward to another exciting year for 
students competing in this yearɍs VOD competition. 
The contest is open to students in grades 9-12 
enrolled in public, private or parochial high schools 
or home study programs.  Although U.S. citizenship 
is not required, students MUST be lawful U.S. 
permanent residence or have applied for permanent 
residence (application not being denied) and with the 
intent to become U.S. citizens. 

The 2024-25 THEME: ɐIS AMERICA TODAY OUR 
FOREFATHERɍS VISION?ɑ 

Please read carefully the rules on the 
information sheet.  

What I need to enter: 

Original 3Ɉ5-minute (+/- 5 secs.) audio essay on a 
FLASH DRIVE Ɉ No computer audios, studentɍs own 
voice, in English 

Typed version of the audio essay 

Completed application form with proper signatures 
both the student, school, parent, VFW Post/Aux 
sections- every year contact must be made for 
incomplete applications especially the Post section 
regarding data for the number participating, winner 
advancement, scholarship $ awarded. Kindly add a 
contact phone number to an email so missing 
information is accounted for. 

Head shot picture of each applicant. 

NOTE and NEW: Applicant MUST be the sole 
owner of the essay. Inappropriate use of 
ChatGPT or other AI tools is NOT allowed. 

When screening your essays, please make 
careful attention to the rules regarding no 
music, singing, poetry, or sound eʜects, AND 
not to identify self in the beginning or in the 
essay content in any way. 

Many students are assisted in ʝnding a sponsoring 
post. Please reach out to these students trying to 
ʝnd a place to sponsor them. All entries begin at the 
VFW Post level.  

Dates to Remember: 

All entries at the Post level must be in the 
hands of the local VFW Post by OCT. 31, 2024 

NEW YORK STATE COMPETITION WILL BE 
DECEMBER 29,2024 WITH A SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
OF MONDAY, DECEMBER 23,2024. Judging will take 
place at VFW Post #7765, 30 Elizabeth Street, Red 
Hook, NY 12571 at 1PM. Submissions need to be 

sent to me at 10 Rokeby Road, Red Hook, NY 
12571 so I can log in all applicants in the state 
competition. It is the responsibility of the Posts to 
screen the applications for completion and get it 
to me on time. Late submissions are disqualiʝed. 

Please call or email me anytime with questions. 

William Moore 

Home phone 845-758-8175,  

email: WMOORE@hvc.rr.com 

 

mailto:WMOORE@hvc.rr.com
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Pat Iuliucci 
POW/MIA 
CHAIRMAN 

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 

announced today that U.S. Army Pvt. 1st Class 

Bartholomew C. Loschiavo, 24, of Buffalo, New York, 

killed during World War II, was accounted for April 2, 

2024. 

In October 1944, Loschiavo was 

assigned to Company A, 329th 

Infantry Regiment, 83rd Infantry 

Division in the European 

Theater. On October 1, 

Loschiavo was killed in action 

while his unit engaged German 

troops near Grevenmacher, 

Luxembourg. A witness during 

the battle reported Loschiavo 

was struck by an enemy mortar 

shell, injuring his legs and 

abdomen. While trying to reach 

cover, he rolled off a terrace and disappeared into 

cluster of grapevines. Following the battle, company 

medics went back to render aid but could not locate 

any remains of Pfc. Loschiavo. His body remained 

unaccounted for during, and after the war. 

On February 25, 1946, American Graves Registration 

Command (AGRC) recovered one set of Unknown 

remains, designated X-323 Hamm (X-323) from the 

Grevenmacher village cemetery. Local residents 

claimed to have discovered and buried the remains in 

April 1945. AGRC investigators analyzed the remains, 

but despite their efforts were unable to make a 

scientific identification at the time and they were 

interred in the Luxembourg American Cemetery, 

an American Battle Monuments Commission site in 

Hamm, Luxembourg. 

In 2020, the family of Loschiavo contacted DPAA to 

ask analysts to evaluate if X-323 might be his 

remains. Due to the incomplete documentation of X-

323, DPAA historians had to conduct a comprehensive 

review of combat, including all unresolved casualties in 

the area where the remains were reportedly found. 

DPAA scientific staff then compared the biological 

profile data for all potential candidates to the data on 

file for the remains, finding that Loschiavo and two 

other soldiers were the most likely candidates. 

Following that multi-disciplinary analysis, in 2021 

DPAA proposed X-323 for disinterment. That proposal 

was approved in July 2022, which unfortunately was 

too late for DPAA to add X-323 to its disinterment 

schedule that year. 

In July 2023, the Department of Defense and ABMC 

officials exhumed the remains of X-323 for forensic 

analysis and comparison to unresolved American 

Soldiers in the area. The remains were transferred to 

the DPAA Laboratory for analysis. 

To identify Loschiavoɍs remains, scientists from DPAA 

used dental and anthropological analysis, as well as 

chest radiograph comparisons. Additionally, scientists 

from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner 

System used mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) analysis. 

Pfc. Loschiavoɍs name is recorded on the Walls of the 

Missing at Luxembourg American Cemetery in Hamm, 

Luxembourg, along with others still missing from 

WWII. A rosette will be placed next to his name to 

indicate he has been accounted for. 

Pfc. Loschiavo will be buried in Buffalo, New York, on 
June 1, 2024.  
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Neil , 

Thank you and all the VFW 
leaders that came to our Burger 
King Opening at Bayside 
yesterday. 

You made it a truly memorable 
event and we are all grateful 
that you were able to join us 
and celebrate Flag day. 

We will always be grateful for 
your service to this great 
Country of ours . 

Sincerely, 

Debbie Sena  

https://www.med-dept.com/articles/quartermaster-graves-registration-service/
https://www.med-dept.com/articles/quartermaster-graves-registration-service/
https://www.abmc.gov/
https://health.mil/Military-Health-Topics/Research-and-Innovation/Armed-Forces-Medical-Examiner-System/DoD-DNA-Registry
https://health.mil/Military-Health-Topics/Research-and-Innovation/Armed-Forces-Medical-Examiner-System/DoD-DNA-Registry
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Madison Fletcher 
COMMANDER 
DISTRICT 2 
2023-2024 
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John Pieprzak 
COMMANDER 
DISTRICT 1 

Greetings comrades.  

I hope this letter ʝnds all in good health. You must 

bear with me; I havenɍt written an article for a 

newsletter since high school which was farther back 

than I would care to admit. Hopefully Iɍll get better 

as time goes by. 

My home is the Pfc. John P. Czachor Post 5806 in 

Williamsburg Brooklyn, where I have been 

Commander since 2016. I was Brooklyn County 

Council Commander for two years and went up the 

chairs in District One. I am also a PUFL member of 

the St. Stanislaus Memorial Post 1771, American 

Legion where I was Commander from 2003 Ɉ 2013. 

Right now, we are at the point in between Ɍseasonsɍ 

as we close out 2023-2024 and start 2024-2025. As 

the newly installed District One Commander I am 

getting myself prepared for this new position. I am 

looking forward to the new adventures to come, and 

new people to meet. For many the summer months 

are a time to slow down, recharge and get ready. 

Just remember there are many opportunities that 

the summer provides us. The nice weather brings 

people outside, BBQɍs, Fairs, parties, etc.  These are 

perfect chances to recruit. Wear your VFW or branch 

of service shirts and hats. Keep some applications in 

your wallet. Keep your eyes open for others that are 

wearing the same. Watch for INK, tattoosɖ Many 

vets might not have military clothing on, but the 

tattoos get uncovered when tank tops and shorts 

come out. If you set up a table at an event, bring a 

cooler with bottles of water for humans and dogs 

alike. Have a bowl out there for the four-legged 

friends. It will show people you care, even if they 

arenɍt veterans. Thatɍs what we are here for. People 

will remember things like that. 

I hope I didnɍt bore you with the babbling on. Good 

luck to all, enjoy the summer.  

Semper Fi. 

Loyally Yours, 

John Pieprzak 

District 1 Commander 

This year marks the beginning of VFWɍs celebration of 
its 125th anniversary. Founded on Sept. 29, 1899, VFW 
has made a legacy in the lives of veterans and their 
families Ɉ it is a legacy that endures. 

As the nationɍs oldest combat veterans organization, 
VFW has many opportunities this year for its members 
to recognize this momentous occasion. 

All VFW Posts are invited to be the catalyst to get their 
communities involved in commemorating the 
contributions of all veterans and their family members 
to our country during this anniversary year. In 
accepting this invitation to become a VFW 125th 
Anniversary Commemorative Community Service Post, 
such VFW Posts will receive due recognition. 

Additionally, Posts are asked to encourage the 
communities to study the history of this era to help 
ensure a safer and better tomorrow. 

To become a VFW 125th Anniversary Commemorative 
Community Service Post, visit vfw125.org. 

Comrades,  

This has been a great year for District 2.  We did fall 
short of All American by only 100 members.  I want to 
thank all the posts that stepped up and hit the 
recruiting goal set by the national Commander.  I want 
to congratulate the posts that did make All-
State.  Those posts were Posts-  

686 Joseph C. Hassett Memorial Post,  

1666- Yonkers City Post 

5491- The Greater Mahopac Post 

7765- Red Hook Post 

Commander District 2 continued on pager 21 

http://www.vfw125.org/
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Patriotic Events by Jesse Figueroa ï District 1 Jr Vice Commander and Post 546 Commander 

Greetings Comrades, 

I am pleased to announce that yours truly participated in parades representing District 1: Forest Hills and Bay Ridge Memorial Day 
Parades; Salute to Ships on the Bluff of US Army Garrison Fort Hamilton; 249th Army Birthday and Flag Day ceremony at Father 
Duffy Square on 47th St-Broadway in Midtown Manhattan.  
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